1767]              To tJie Duke of Grafton               109

and professed publicly his disposition towards them, was it
not notorious that they received him with the utmost cold-
ness and indifference? They not only avoided a single
expression of good will to him, but sat still, and heard him
abused by Grenville and Eigby. He was thoroughly hurt
at this behaviour, and I would beg your Grace to paint it
strongly to him.

In many late conversations with him, they have shown
the utmost extravagance: they not only aim at everything,
but espouse Mr. Grenville, and though they say they do not
like him for First Minister, would absolutely make him a
part of their system. Mr. Conway objected strongly, and
I went so far as to reproach them with this contradiction to
all their declarations, and with adopting so arbitrary and
unpopular a man.

Having stated these facts, I will now take the liberty of
informing your Grace of my motives of writing you this
letter. I told Mr. Conway, that if Ms friends would not come
in, I could not conceive why Tie was to go out] and that I
thought the question turned singly on this. When he made
his declaration to them, he at the same time protested
against entering into opposition. If they therefore will not
come in but by force, does not their refusal put an end to
his connection with them ? Nothing therefore seems left
but to drive them to this refusal. Accordingly, I have
begged Mr. Conway to open his mind to your Grace, and
I thought it right to apprise your Grace of what he will say
to you, that you may not be surprised, and may be prepared
with your answer. Your kindness to him, my Lord, has
been invariable, and I am sure will continue so on this
occasion, which I flatter myself may preserve the union of
two men who have the strictest honour, and most public
spirit of any men in England. The more indulgence your
Grace shows to his scruples and delicacy, the more he will

